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“People at the center of any development initiative” 

GROUP OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS FOR ELECTORAL REFORM 

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION OF OCTOBER 12, 2025 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

Introduction. 

On July 11, 2025, the President of the Republic signed Decree No. 2025/305 of July 11, 2025, 

relating to the convening of the electoral body for the election of the President of the Republic, 

which election was held on October 12, 2025. 8,010,464 citizens were expected to vote in 31,653 

polling stations throughout the national territory and in the diaspora. 

The group of civil society organizations deployed citizen observers before and during the election 

in the 10 regions, 42 departments and nearly 200 municipalities. 

I- The socio-political context 

The presidential election of October 12 took place in a tumultuous socio-political context, marked 

by restrictions on civic space. These include bans on several meetings and pre-campaign 

activities of certain political parties (ban on the movement of caravans of certain political parties 

in certain localities); intimidation, illegal and arbitrary arrests and detentions; threats and 

suspensions of journalists and media; and suspension and closure of certain human rights 

organizations. 

Civil society organizations note: 

- The many grey areas observed during the selection of candidates, not only on the legal 

environment, but also and above all on the credibility of the main institutions in charge of the 

electoral process, in particular the Electoral Council and the Constitutional Council, with the 

notable fact being the rejection of the candidacy of the "main opponent". 

- The non-dissemination of the national electoral register in accordance with article 80 of 

the electoral code demanded by the majority of associative and political actors. 

II- On the conduct of electoral operations 

Positive aspects 

The signatory organizations note: 

● An improvement in the professionalism of certain executives and agents of the electoral 

management body “ELECAM”. 

● The existence of a multi-party consultation framework led by the electoral management 

body. 

● Improving citizen monitoring through the use of technology in detecting irregularities. 

● Improving tools for electoral participation of people with disabilities 

● Taking into account the demands of associative and political actors for the relocation of 

voting centers housed in private places (chiefdoms, military barracks). 

● An improvement in the participation rate of citizens in the crisis-hit regions of the Northwest 

and Southwest, despite the call for the extension of the ghost towns by certain non-

governmental armed groups. 

● The discreet and republican attitude of the police. 

● The availability of Elecam staff to respond to concerns. 

● A commitment from the population to ensure electoral transparency. 

● A marked enthusiasm among citizens to fulfill their civic duty 
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Problems 

 

⮚ Restriction of independent election observation through the drastic reduction and 

systematic rejection of accreditation requests from certain civil society organizations. 

⮚ Observers banned from certain polling stations 

⮚ Arrest and detention of community workers involved in citizen observation of the election. 

⮚ The strong presence and involvement of sub-prefects and prefects in the polling centers 

and offices on election day. 

⮚ Electoral corruption (distribution of food and currency) before and on election day; 

⮚ A decrease in the participation rate, reinforced by the late provision of the location of the 

polling centers. 

⮚ Late posting of polling station lists in violation of Article 97 of the Electoral Code. 

⮚ Obstruction of media coverage of the election through restrictive administrative measures. 

⮚ Difficulty in locating polling stations for several people holding voter cards and registration 

receipts 

⮚ Disproportionate number of candidates' ballots in certain localities 

⮚ Attempts, or even falsification, of minutes in certain polling stations 

⮚ Existence of open-air polling stations in certain localities 

⮚ Poorly edited electoral lists containing deceased persons recognized by voters at polling 

stations. 

⮚ The manifest incompetence of the members of the local voting commissions 

⮚ Clear incompetence of certain local voting committee chairmen. 

⮚ The presence of ballot papers from two candidates who withdrew two weeks before the 

election. 

                             RECOMMENDATIONS 
The signatory organizations call on the African Union 

✔ To ensure that the State of Cameroon respects its commitments made in terms of 

democracy and good governance as prescribed by the African Charter on Democracy, 

Elections and Governance. 

The signatory organizations call for: 

✔ The President of the Republic, guarantor of electoral integrity and social peace, to take 

the necessary measures to ensure that electoral activities continue in a spirit of openness 

and transparency, so as to preserve peace and social cohesion throughout the national 

territory. 

✔ The administrative and political authorities, the Cameroonian police, the armed defense 

forces, the Cameroonian population to behave in a manner of appeasement, solidarity, 

protection of property and preservation of peace and social cohesion. 

 

The signatory organizations recommend: 

✔ Strengthening the capacities of electoral agents for greater professionalism in their 

actions; 

✔ An end to the excessive use of force, respect for the people's voice by Elecam, the release 

of certain actors arrested on election day, and respect for fundamental freedoms. 

✔ Accreditation of election observers by the body responsible for electoral management and 

no longer by MINAT; 

✔ Recruitment and involvement of volunteers in polling stations to facilitate the identification 

of polling stations for the elderly and others; 
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✔ The institutionalization of the audit of the electoral register on the occasion of each direct 

election, with publication of the results 

✔ The urgency of a consensual review of the legal and institutional framework for elections 

 

The following organizations and individuals signed: 

✔ ONG UN MONDE AVENIR 

✔ RÉSEAU DES ORGANISATIONS DE DÉFENSE DES DROITS HUMAINS EN AFRIQUE 

CENTRALE 

✔ JURISTE POUR L’INTÉGRITÉ SOCIALE 

✔ NOUVEAUX DROITS DE L’HOMME 

✔ PLATEFORME DES ORGANISATIONS DE LA SOCIETE CIVILE POUR LA 

DEMOCRATIE 

✔ ZENÜ NETWORK 

✔ LIGUE DES DROITS ET LIBERTÉS 

✔ REACH-OUT 

✔ COMMUNITY INITIATIVE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

✔ MARTIN LUTHER KING Jr MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

✔ CENTRE POUR LES DROITS DE L’HOMME ET LA DEMOCRATIE EN AFRIQUE 

✔ DYNAMIQUE CITOYENNE 

✔ CERCLE DES ORGANISATIONS DE LA SOCIETE CIVILE DE L’ADAMAOUA 

✔ AGA MEDIAS 

✔ CENTRALE SYNDICALE DES PROFESSIONNELS DU SECTEUR PUBLIQUE  

✔ UNION DES ORGANISATIONS D’APPUI AU DÉVELOPPEMENT DURABLE 

✔ SYNEGIE/ACTIONS DES JEUNES POUR L’ENCADREMENT ET LA PROMOTION DES 

HOMMES COMPLETS 

✔ CERCLE DES EDUCATEURS SOLIDAIRES DES QUARTIERS RÉUNIS 

✔ GOODWILL CAMEROON 

✔ SERVITAS CAMEROON 

✔ AFRIQUE DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE 

✔ ONESTENSEMBLE 

✔ FONDATION CONSEIL JEUNE 

✔ ASSOCIATION POUR LA SOLIDARITE ET LE DEVELOPPEMENT DURABLE 

✔ FEMMES ! REVIVRE ! 

✔ WOMEN’S ADVOCACY AND COMMUNITY NETWORK 

✔ ASSOCIATION MAIN SUR LE CŒUR 

✔ ASSISTANCE VIGILANCE ACTION 

✔ DR TANG SAMUEL MATHIEU 

✔ ISAAC JUSTIN MABOUTH                                                                                         

 

Done in Douala on October 16, 2025 
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